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:E;ﬂ* “quarters proposes to send to the Manager, Santa Fe Operations Office.
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- : kS that you return this draft to this headquarters on or before 28 June

o with any comments or sugrestions whlch you wish to submit.
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Responsibilities for Care and Disposition of Native Inhabitants

SUBJECT:
of Rongelap and Utirik Atolls
r o -
" 2 TOs "lanager e P ——
< . Santa Fe Operations Office
S =2 R SR o A, ,
B T Albuquerqpe, Kew Vexico <
)
a L -
e :
— e 1. Yr., James E, Reeves of your agenoy telephoned this headquarters

. 7 f;' ;;r 16 June and discussed with Colonel Byars, J-3 Division, Headquarters JTF

S fi . SEVEN the status of Vr, Thomas A, Hardison as representative of General

R PR
T 2 Clarkson on matters concerning the care and disposition of evacuated na-

‘The question is pertinent since you assumed on 2 June full respon-

tives.

;% ”*i:;“*’ff"éliillny for all AEC matters pertaining to the Pacific Proving Grounds,

nashington. In order to avoid the necessity of leaving indefinitely at

Eniwetok a staff officer of this headquarters, CJTF SEVIN deslgnated lr,

Hardison his representative at Eniwetok in connection with the disposition
¥r, Hardison visited

n

", - " of native inhabitants of Rongelap and Utirik Atolls.
.- Kwajalein and Xajuro Atolls several times and vas ealnently well-qualified

‘to act as representative of CJTF SEVEN in this matter.
As you know, the native inhabitants of Utirik Atoll have bsen re-
The nitive inhabitunts of

3.
turned from Kwajalein to their home island.

Rongelap Atoll have been temporarily relocated for a period of about one
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of Rcngelap and Utirik Atolls
year on EJit Island of Majuro Atoll, while the radioactive contamination

of Rongelap decays to acceptable levels. It is not now contemplated that

““fa§73%§?Af~‘ “fhe inkabltants of that atoll are returned to their homes, Consequently,
e 1t 1s doubtful that Holmes and Rarver, Inc., and the AEC Resldent Englneer

.‘\\-at Eniwetok will be called upon to take further action in regard to the

~:§ ;f;; . of any responsibility as CJTF SEVEN representative in this matter. The

'f; Commander, Task Group 7.2 will represent CJTF SZVEN at Eniwetok on any.

problea which might arise in regard to the natives,

*::;;:%?%gir ' s L. The responsibilities of interested agencies for the continued

.‘_‘.v- ’—'—‘

YR e e o aand
RS e -~ -care and disposition of the natives of Rongelap and Utirik Atolls are de-

- . Y
b ’culineated for your, information as follows: S -

P

B **ggg*fﬁE**T'a. CINCPAC has overall responsibllity under the Departuent of

’ ;:—~*fifg}i3k}3%§?&nse.§gf*t§h’completion of the project for the restoration of atolls,

with AZC assistance, and for the return of inhabitants,

extensive construction or repair will be necessary on Rongelap Ialand when

e “* " care and disposition of the natives. ¥r, Hardison is, therefore, relieved

<

CIKCPALC delegated

to CINCFACFLT its responsibility in this connection. CINCPACFLT instructed

;iv;', tives,
to represent CINCFACFLT interests.
b. The routine welfare and care of all l'arshall Islznd natives

are continuing responsibilities of the High Conaulssioner, Trust Territory

of the Pucific Islands, as agent for Department of the Interlor,

2(

COZIAVSTAKTAJ designated LCDR Robert W. l'ells the Project Officer

COYNAVSTAKTAJ to coordinate and act as its local representative in the dis-

<t .charge of CINCP/CFLT responsibilities in connection with the displaced na-
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of hongelap and Utirik Atolls

c¢. The Division of Biology and Yedicine, AEC, will continue to
monitor the physical condition of the native inhabitants of Hongelap and

' Utirik Atolls who were exposed to radioactive contamination as a result

I , of the first ahot of the CASTLE series, Parties of medical and roﬂsafe

REENY TT LT .

f . personnel under the direction of Division of Biology and Ledicine, AED,
- will visit the natives and the atolls concerned periodically in order to

“observe the medical p}ogress of the natives and to ascertain the earliest

o possible time for the return of the Longelap natives to their homes. The

;irgf_;,first visit of this AEC-sponsored group is planned for August or Septecber

-

- 17T F of this year. Representatives of this headquarters will accompany the

- - - »
" 77 T AEC party.
w-E“";— X «
ij}_»i;.._.::__:ﬁ = _-xd. JTF SEVEN naturally has a continuing interest in this matter.
P Y rene Tl fanly
ﬂ."T e JTF SVV'V has furnished funds to pay certain medical expenses for the natives
:‘4.‘.;,’ _-.‘_o‘ .,.l'
-; . i - o
=T T e
L= ‘ias a,result of the contamination, for the construction of a temporary vil-

-— il _.__,_.___.,, P O

lage at Hajuro Atoll for the purchase of food and clothing suyplies, and

for other purposes., JTP SIVEN will continue to provide funds for the pro-
vision of food for the Rongelap natives while they are at Majurc and will
pay for initial food stocks when they are returned to their homes. CTG
;.7'2 vwill represent CJTF SZVEN at Eniwetok in connection with disposition
3 of Utirik and Rongelap natives in the event any problems arise which can
and nust be handled at the Pacific Proving Grounds,

5. &Santa Fe Operations Office has no routine responsibilities for



J-3/ '
SUBJECT: Res;mnsibilities for Care and Disposition of Native Inhabitants
of Rongelap and Utirik Atolls

the continued care and disposition of these natives. The erection of the
temporary village at Majuro under the supervision of Yr. Hardison was per-
: formed with promptness and efficiency. According to report.s received hers,

- ——— i

the construction is excellent. 'rhe assistance and cooperation prc;vi:ied by

s I
1 - -

r. Hardison and his assistants 1s greatly &ppreciate d. - TaT e
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